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The topwater explosionsof
blg tunacre amazing and the
Tattoo SeaPup s oneof thebest
Ires to convertthosemasstve
sirkesto aheartstopping fight
(and delicousmeal.

Blugfin OnTo

s carly morning and you've made your way out of
the harbor.Lke any other autumn day, the contrast-
Ing temperatures of warm water and cool it have
casta blanket of fog over the ocearts surface. With
visbilty reduced, you rely on your electronics and
heightend senses to slowly navigate to the first of
many predetermined waypoirts.

By the time you've reached the first location, the sun
hasbegun o warm theair and has created alight breeze.
Asthefog beainsto der,you noticeapatch of dark water
in the distance. At frst glance, It almost appears to be a
wake created from some other boat. Yet s t bears down
on you, it has a sort of animate aura about it. A whale
blows from ust 20 feet behind you and for a moment, dis-
racts youfiom the strange viter.

s you turn back to refocus, the source of this *busy
watar-becomes ll oo evident. s them, 100-plus-pound
bluafinsare nowgray houndingrjusta cast away from the
bow. Prepared for this moment, you snatch up your new
50-pound class, 7-foot spinning rod and heave a 2-ounce
Sea Pup across their path and walk that dog with flawless
action through the school, iy to be ignored.

Discouraged but not ready to sunender, you continue
o viork the lure back towards the boat. Then with only 10

faat left 1o etrieve, a 200-pound leviathan launches tslf

completely out of the water with your lure In ts mouth.

Now the rod that you could do chin-ups on Is bent at 90

dagraes in font of you and the 600 yards of 65-pound

braidis disappearing rghtbeforyour aes. s thisfor ral?
You betitis and 1l help you get el

BEEFING UP

Rememberallof thosa cute it blusfins that raced us
with their presence a faw years back, wall now they re il
teenagers withall the eneray and attiude to go with t.So
put away the 12-weight fly rod and those litd 20-pound
monosat ups and et look at what yourl really need.

The firstthing that youe going o need Is a“Lou Feti-
gnor equivalent of the spinning fod world, for me it Local
Hooker 7-foot 30-50 Vipar series: Thats ight a 50-pound
dlass spinning rod, To that | match up ither a Van Staal
250 or FifeNor Offshore 9500. Depends on the mood Fm
in, but what's important s that each of thase reels pos-
sasses the line capacity and drag strength required to
beat ona on thesa monsters.

1 ool the reel up with appras 500 yards of 65-pound
Sufix brided line and top-shot that with a 20-yard wind-
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onfaaderof 80-pound fluro. You'alkely picturing thisset
‘upand saying toyourself that sounds ke Itwoukdt cast
very walf To that 1d say you ae correct, Ron Ara worft
belosing any sleap over your distance and aven the cast
Iself st vry pretty, but M tell you what it does the Job
and gives you the nsurance needed to ango with one of
these bad boys.

Okay 50 what are we putting on the other side of the
hulks rod? Sesing as how this I an article on topwater
tactis, Pl be specific Start off by getting some tattoos;
no fm ot talking about that trial armband you got at
spring brak, i specifically refering to Tattod's Sea Pup
‘and Sea Dog lures They'e ke Spooks on the uice. That
s t0 say they're large and durable, just the sortof thing
youte looking for to mess with these glled rockets, When
it comes to colors, they a seem to work, but ke white,
parro, radicactive and the new color purple passion.

If pastics are your thing, you've got 2 wide variety to
choose from. As I had o 2 i, get some Slug-Go's inthe
9-t0124nchrang I ikelighter colors ke whites,yellows,
siivrs and grays. I you'e into some of the newer baits on
the scene, ke Spider Rigs 8ass andy Delight (BKDJ. IS
basically 3 huge version of the origina bass kandy and an
all-around fantastc softbaitfor use on the surface, even
when trollng in between casts. Stick o the whits, albino
shad and alewife colors. Oky, et keap it simple for now
‘and stop there for lures. Now weflfocus on what to do
with them.

WORK IT BABY

Well once youve found the fish and have managed
10 get close enough to ast at them, even with that new
bty satup, i really a rap shoot. Seriously, fd love to
tll you to look for the lead is he'l have a star on his
back Jand your ae 20 fock ahead of i and o b e
sid.But, It nover works e that.

4o placed casts ahead of ther, right inthe middla of
tham, o aven hit them in the hoed with the darn thing
and been complotaly ignored. The idea i, if they show
thamsalves and you know that they'e arcund, Just cast
and make your plug look sexy.

Onca yauva made a cast,you nead to pay closa atten-
on o your retove. Fishing 3 lu with this monster set
pls golng tofe odd at first.

You worfthave that same feel that youte used towhen
wiorking topwater balts with a ighter stick. e trick s 1o
wiatch your balt, See how Ifs moving in the water, then
speed up, sow down or acjust the movement ofthe rod,
creating a Ifllk acton. When I fshing with any of the
balts mantloned, Fm realing quickly and continuously
fom the momentthe blthitswater.

At the same time, m constantly twiching the rod tp
ata ate of about two twiches a second. The dea I 1o
keep the baitlooking enticng, but not to gve them too
much ime o figure autwhat s Sasicay cestea sense

urgency.

Workyourbait ll the way back to the side of the boat.
Foqus entirly on the action of the beitand noton the ac-
tvityofthefish | typically get sammedby fsh that never
saw coming, and quite often only a few feet away from
the boat. Exacty, | need to be hooked to.2 heart monitor
every tim | play this topwater game. Talk about getting
the blood flowing; you haver't lved unti youve hed a
200-pound tuna launch isef entirely out of the water 10
feetinfront o you.

Sogolive, s fve emphasized before continue to build
‘upyoursocilherd-talnetwork ostayon topof where the
actlon’s.Grab theappraprite gear including achange of
‘undenvear for those up-close-and-personal surface-to-ir
tuna assaits Then put together 2 team of fellow “would
betunajunkies”and get your BFT on!





