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dumps 200 yards of line faster than you can say, | want
my mommy1“The sheer rush of adrenaline alone makes
youweakin the knees and the battle has only just begun.
The Captaln ushers you towards the bow the heads in the
direction ofthe fish 0 you can gain some ine back Before.
fong you find yoursel Involved in a vertical, straight up-
and-down battle.Youcan feel the Immense weight of the
fish as It swims In large, powerful circles near the bottom.
Baslcally It imposing ts will on you. The skipper directs
you to it o the butt of the rod, ke a witch's broom and
o use the foregrip o gain leverage. He tell you to it the.
od o higher than 90 degrees n front of you, even with
the horizon, and to make progress In short 6- 1o 12:nch
shrugs, followed by a quick retrieve of theline. “Whatever
you do, don'tstand there and Just reel against the drag
fike @ clown? This only weakens the braid by twisting t,a
sure way to lose  fish, When the fish takes line, you'e not
oingto be able tostopt. Butwhen it rests, you can't. You
have to put the wood t these fish no-stop.

Asolid half-hour passes. By now your lower back is on
fire and youfeel ke your arms will never bend again, Basi
aally yorte getting spanked by a tunal s It great? No.
onger able o put the necessary pressure on to break this
fish, youlal t00 happly hand off the rod to your anious
fiend.The battle ensues for another 30 minutes. Youguys
9ain 6 inches,then the fsh takes 7.1t goes on and on, and
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Aselectionoftop tuna balts:the Ron-Zwithtuna-
‘gradetiook,Tattoo Sea Pup reftted with 200-pound
‘lasshardware,rgged Slug-Go, Dalwa Saafce Jig

nd the Pt Jude Hammer and Grooveig

then Just when you sart thinking about throwing In the
towel, the angle of the line begins to move away from un-
demeath the boat. What's he doing right now? The Capt
says, *Hes giving up, guys. Stay sharp”

END GAME

He begins toback the boat down atan angle, educing
the disanceto the fish and focing t 0 drag the weightof
the bost.Then just 2 the Captain caled I, the ish comes
tight o the surface on s side and begins to pound the
water vith s tll,You're handed the gaff anc told to be
teady when the Coptan cals for . He cut the wheel in
the opposite diecton, winging the ster of the boat to-
wards the fish.“Gaff nowl” ou hand i to him he plunges
itinto the water, and yanks It upward nto an abrupt halt.
Yourvision s obscured, but based on the o the boat to
one side and the celebratory explasion coming from your
frend on the bow, you know that the gaff has been sunk
successfuly. As the smoke from the bttle clears,the Cap-
tain ooks over hisshoulder at you and with a grimacing
smirk, grunts “Welcome to the big eague, boys”

Thats basically how It goes down, Trust me, If you
haven'tmade itapointto experince thisishery yet, ten
youe missing out on an incredible opporturity. Yor) owe
{tto yourselfto getout and get infcted this year.
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Whenthetuna are holding
deep,thejerkyretreveofa
speedjgsuchastteDalva
SactficeJig wil often draw

theirattention.

nother season has come and gone, and for
the most part you fished the same places,
used the same gear, and compared this sea-
50 to last years. Yown! Some of you might
have spiced things up by uparading your
gear o by purchasing 2 few of those bedaz-
2led wooden swimmers. Not bad! Hey, fyou're out there
fishing whileeveryone else s too busy obsessing over the
economy, trust me, you'e already viay ahead of the curve.

Fve always been 2 fan of the phase, 7Its not about
the number of years lived. its about the number of ived
years*and fve never fet more afive then when n spend-
ing time on the water. Forge about pig flu. Lets get you
‘exposed to a newsickness, one notyet recognized by the
€DC rim talking about bluefn fever.

It has infected thousands wordwide but recent envi-
ronmental factors in the form of massive schools of sand
els and herring on Stellwagen Bank and some areas east
of Chatham have brought the fever 1o our backyards. The

TOPS FOR TUNA

By Capt Jack Sprengel

Pelagic
Pandemic

Bluefin
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manner by which this liess fs contracted Is simple, An
angler necds only to be within visual fange of breaking
bluefin tuna and he o she vl become nstantly infected.
Like Capt Ahab and his quest for the white whale, these
fish will haunt your dreams.

1fyou live anywhere in New England, you have casy ac-
cess toafishery that s unmatched anywhere in the world.
We have them; bluefin tuna, one of the biggest, fastest
and most powerful creatures that have ever graced this
planet. Not only that, but they'e here in great numbers
and feeding agaressively. We are fving in one of those
epic erasthat people wil e stories about 40 and 50 years
from now. Do  have yourattention yet?

“Try googling“Cape Cod tuna” and check out the crazy
videos. These guys are battiing monster fish on spinning
gear and you will see land, clearly visibl, in the back-
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ground. Yes,this s New England; and yes,this I reall Cape Codi? Thats Just a
few hous away from any point in New England. Showing any symptors etz

The tamet has become 3 seul tunw huiing fooyou i walch vdeos
read first-hand accounts and even tell when the bite s heating up by how ac-
tve the message boards are. Use that info in conjunction with the historical
(from astyear) and weekly dataIn the fishing reports Inths magazne and you
are tuning In o the bluefin network. When viewing vdeos, ry o focus on the
Jlaging and popping videas to learn valuable Insights Into how to make the
tuna connection.

Letstake a virtual tour of how this game s played.

THE PLAYING FIELD

Youand » rend have deckded to spit the cos o a tuna charter outof Green
Habor, MA. Remarkably, thanks to short runst the ihing grounds, tis tip
wortcost much more than a ripfor bass and blues, You meet the captain at
4 aim. and head out of the harbor. During the ride, he brefs you on what to
expect when when one of you gets ight”

“Then he throttes up and heads cast

Afteronly 20 0r 0 minutes Undeniay, the sun peeks above the harizon and
reveal a whole new word of natura wonders. Whales appear, gorging on
‘mouths fullof hering, and the sky begins o fllwith a vast formadoof seabirds
that dive nto the water 3l around the boat.As I thatalone weren' enovigh to
gt the juices flowkng, schoos of baitsh In every shape and size begin erupt.
g from the water in vitually every direction.

“There they are: the captain says calmly. Already sufering from sensory
overload, ou neary give yourself whiptash swining your head In » 360-de-
gree scarch for thetuna. No,ight below us” he xplains. He aps on enormous
marks near the bottom on the screen ofthe depthsounder “Here, se this'The
capiain hands youa fast acton Local Hooker rodjust over 7 feet i length. The
o fsef fel fight and espte the heowy duty ee sat looks ke something
youmight use orstipers.Theree i aVan Stal S8 250 packed o therim with
0 1080-pound Suf Performance Braid.

At the end of the brad,a ind-on leader o £0-pound luorocarbon s neatly
fastend by wey of 2 oop-1o-oop connection and an offshore kno. At th ter-
minalend ofthissetup .5 t -ounce Daiwa Socice g, with  pater that
closely resembles the reaking baifih.
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FAST-TRACKING

1f youre serlous about jur
easlest way to start t

this I mean elther hifing a
up with a buddy that’

POP OR DROP?

“How should work t2"you ask “Simplethe captain re-
plies,dropit stralght to the bottom and then aiterate be-
tweeh yanking it up and reeling in the slock, then repeat:
Unconvinced, jou send the g 100 eet tothe bottom. Just
a5 you prepare to retrieve, your riend on the bow shrieks.
Directly off the bow less than 15 yards away, 150-pound
fish beain“airng it out”all over the place. Thats tuna talk
foraggressie suacefesding, umping compleelyoutof
the water.

When you'ein the\whales,you are inthe tuna.

“The Captain grabs another rod of simiar makeup,
‘quipped with a Fin-Nor Offshore 8500 This one s fitted
with 3 purple passon Tattoo Sea Pup. The baitlooks o be
customized for these farger fish. A 200-pound class swivel
and spint ring has been attached to the front,the treble:
hooks have been femoved, and a single assst hook has
besnattached to therear. The Captain then casts the pup
direcly o the school,hands the rod to your buddy and
Says-Give em hellMaybe three twiches o the retrieve,
the lure gets destroyed by a 60-incher. Being the tuna
greenhorn thathe i, yourrlend manages o yank the bait
away from the fish. “Rookle!”

By this poin, you'e into your third retreve. With all of
the action on the bow, you haven't paid much attention
0 your technique. Refocused, you bealn; yank, retrieve,
yank retrieve, yank - this tme, something s differet,the
line remeins slack. What the heck? Recognizing the itu-
ation at hand, the captain tels youHang on to that rod,
you'e about to go tight”

GETTING TIGHT

No sooner does he finsh the sentence, and you finak
ly understand the true meaning of the phvase. The fish





